FRENCH PRONUNCIATION MADE EASY

7/ PRONUNCIATION RULES
YOUR TEACHER
NEVER TAUGHT YOU

Master the sounds that instantly make
you sound more French.

BIENVENUE - WELCOME

You've learned vocabulary. You've practised grammar.

But pronunciation? That's often an afterthought.

And yet, pronunciation is the bridge between knowing French and
being understood in French.

It's the difference between:
e being heard clearly versus being asked to repeat yourself
o feeling hesitant versus speaking with calm confidence
e sounding like a learner versus starting to sound more French

The 7 rules in this guide aren't random.

In fact, they're the little “behind-the-scenes” patterns native French
speakers use daily, but most teachers don't explain.

Once you start noticing them, you'll begin to hear French differently
and speak it more naturally.

In this guide, you'll find:

~ Clear, non-technical explanations of these often unknown rules
~ Real French examples and pronunciation cues

~ Practice at home tips for each rule

~ QR code for the AUDIO version (slow and natural speeds)
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RULE 1: DOUBLE CONSONANTS
- WHEN SPELLING TRICKS THE EAR -

Seeing double consonants in a word - like belle, mettre, or homme - makes you want to press or
emphasise the sound, as we often do in English.

Think of words like happy, butter, or address. In those cases, the double letters are your signal to
add more weight or even length to the sound such as a heavier “p” or “t", a sharper “s”.

In French pronunciation, in most cases, double consonants in French are pronounced just like
single consonants.

That means belle sounds like “bell” and frapper sounds like “fra-pé” i.e. no need to push or drag
out the consonant. The spelling might double the letter, but your voice doesn’t have to.

French pronunciation wants smoothness, not emphasis. Double letters are more about spelling
than sound.

But here's the hidden twist and often unknown rule is that while the consonant itself sounds
single, it can have a big impact on the vowel that comes just before it.

How Double Consonants Affect Preceding Vowels

When a vowel like E or O comes before a double consonant, it often opens up, shifting into a
fuller, and more open sound.

: "~ : a)The “E” Pattern

When E comes before double consonants, it often takes on the open
“‘eh” like the e in English “egg™:

e elle - “ell”
belle » “bell”
cette » “set”
mettre » “met-rrrh”
lettre » “let-rrrh”
In all other cases, the E (without any accents) stays neutral (the French
schwa sound aka closed sound) - like in ‘le’, ‘de’ or ‘peu’ -because
there's no doubling to trigger the vowel shift.
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b)The “O” Pattern

When O appears before double consonants, it typically becomes the
open “aw” sound, like o in “cot™

e bonne - “bawn”

e homme » “awm”

e pomme - “pawm”

e colle » “kawl!”

Compare with single consonants or different endings such as mot, vos or when the vowels ‘au’ or
‘eau’ combine to sound like a single “oh” such as haut or beau. See the difference?
That double consonant doesn’t sound any heavier but it subtly reshapes the vowel before it.

: Your Practice Tip

:Choose words with ‘E without accents’ or with ‘O’ that you know and from the lists above. :
Say them slowly, focusing on the vowel and pay attention to when they're before a double letter.:
You can mix them up as the contrast will train your ear to notice where the shift in the vowel is.
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